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THEY MEAN BUSINESS

We're talking
serious money
and the menu
to back it up
at these power
lunch spots.

By BRAD A. JOHNSON
RESTAURANT CMITHC

If bankers and lawyers
can teach us amything of all,
it's how and where to have a

r two-martini lunch.
the old-fashioned power
lunch is alive and well. Im-
prossions  are  everything
when you're trying to close
the deal So is good food.
Most of these places are in
the banking and financial
corridor between Irvine and
Costa Mesa, as that's where
much of the county's wheed
ing and dealing take place.
With that in mind, these are
the 10 restaurants that
Orange County’s power
players would really like to
koop to themselves, at lonst
during lunchtime

1. BISTANGO

Bistango has been around
forever, but there’s a new
chef in the kitchen, Timothy
Doolittle, who spent much of
the past docade working
with Emeril Lagnsse and
Wolfgang Puck. To be quite
bonest, the nighttime scene
bere can get pretty dull,
even with live music in the
bar (which, incidentally is
some of the most appro-
priate restsurant music in
0.C.). But at lunch? You bet-
ter have a reservation. And
you might want to wear a
sult, not because It's re
guired but because you
might otherwise foel out of
Pplace among the hedge fund
crowd. Where to sit: under
an umbrella in the stréum.
Power movec mack of lamb
and o dirty martini 19000
Von Karman Ave, Irvine;
B9 752 5222, bistango com

MK AGRO, STAIY PHOTOCRAMWER

CWEY WAMAMARA FILE MO0
The stat! typically deals with a full house at New kid an the Block Vaca and Its celeb chet Chet Francs Barone, second from left, of Il
lusentime at well-heeted Bistango. have made an impression speedily. Barone chats with his quests.

PRA RODSIGUL L NLL PMOTO

W LOMSEN AU 8. ILE POTO
The atmesphere at Marche Moderne is suboued and tranquil, conducive 1o the sort of comversation where numbers and details are being juggled.

LD A Joeevaom, STATY MCE AIW0, FILE MO0 CINGY VAMAMAXA, MLE PeOTO
Grilled prawns ot Prege in Irvine. The view fram The Cannery in Newport Seach. The Colden Trutfie's wall of wine.



4. 1L BARONE
It wouldn't be out of the

to overhear negotiations for
the sale of a new yacht, al-
though some folks do come

18420 Von Karman Ave; Ir-

vine, (495631333, prege
ristorantl.com

7. THE CANNERY

If rocent overheard con-
versations are any indica-
tion, this seafood restaurant
on the harbor is a popular
for closing, or at least
big real estate
deals, It's also a favorite for
evert planners and charity
organizers. Where to sit: on
the patio, in full shade under
the awning. Power move:
lobstor roll and a chardon-
nay. 3000 Lafayotte Rood,
Newport Beach; 949-566-

0060, cannerynewpert .com

8. ANDREI'S

Like some of the others on
this list, Andrei's can often
feed sleepy at night. But at
the stroke of noon esch
woekday, this place turns in-
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the bar. Power move: quall
ravioli and a glass of malbec.
2507 Main St., Irvine; 949.
575847, andreisrestaurant
.com

9. GOLDEN TRUFFLE

The Golden Truffle is o
gorious Bttle time capsule
with a split personality. If the
chef Is not there, which hap-

always there at lunchtime,
which is when this place real-
ly comes alive. Where to sit:
the first table inside the door:
Power move: The wine list is

- superb, so first pick the wine
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want to drink, then let
the chef decide what every-

one should eat. 1767 Newport
Bivd, Costa Moess; 949.645.
s, goldentruffie.com

While Spaghettini is a
popular jax club at night, it's
also a very serious restag.
rant come lunchtime, thanks
In no small part to the front-
of-house staff - hostesses,
servers, bushoys, managers
- who take ownership of ev-
ery little moment as if they,
o, have a stake in the out-
come of your mecting. That's
something that obviously
hasn't gone unnoticed by the
business folk who routinely
dirne here. Where to sit: win-
dow tables townrd the back.
Power move: bone-in rib-eve
and 18-year-old scotch. 3006
Old Ranch Parkway, Seal
Beach; SE2-596-2199,
spaghettinish com
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